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Enjoy the sights of the histor ic Rocks
Estate while capturing lasting

memor ies of you and your famil y
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  The Rocks was purchased in 1882 by Chi-
cago businessman John J. Glessner, one of
the founding f athers of Inter national Har-
vester.  He and his famil y visited the
Bethlehem area for several years in hopes
of finding r elief f or his son suffer ing fr om
hay fever.  Glessner bought The Rocks be-
cause of its majestic vie ws of the White
Mountains.  He was one of the first mem-
bers of the Forest Society.  Each time
Glessner hear d of a surrounding tr act of
land being log ged, he bought the par cel.
The farm gr ew from its or iginal 100 acr es to
2,000 acres on which f orest management
pr actices were started on some and agr i-
cultur e on other par ts.
  Everything Glessner did was said to have
been state of the ar t - from his dair y oper a-
tion to the diesel-po wered generator sup-
pl ying electr icity to the f arm long bef ore
many towns had power, as well as two res-
ervoirs w hich piped in w ater fr om Gar net
Mountain.   A hay bar n with a suspended
br idg e through the middle made ha y un-
loading easier .  Glessner was the first per-
son to br ing a tr actor fr om out west to work
on the uneven ter rain.
  The estate was one of the most prestigious
proper ties in its da y with some of the b uild-
ings designed b y famous architects such as
Isaac Scott and Herman Van Holst.  The Stone
walls were built b y local and Italian masons,
and the formal g ardens were designed b y
Fredr ick Law Olmstead.
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1.
Tool Building  – Built in
1902, the Tool Building
houses the Blacksmith
Shop, farm equipment,
and the once operating
Carpentr y Shop.

Formal Gardens –
Now b lank eted
with snow, these
terraces de-
signed b y the
Olmstead Firm
are lush with
green gr ass and
blooming f lowers
during the sum-
mer months.

Tea House  -
This is the loca-
tion where Mrs.
Glessner would
serve high tea.

2. Fanny’s House – Built in
1886, this was once the
pla yhouse of Fanny
Glessner, the founder of
the Nutshell Studies of
Unexplained Deaths.   The
Forest Society moved this
b uilding to its cur rent
location in 2000.

4. Stumpy Village – With
the cr eati ve hands of
local ar tisans, Jer r y &
Nancy Landr y, dead trees
take on a new look.

5.  Tree and
Mountain Overlook
– Here lie the f irst
fields in the East to
have tractors on
steep slopes.

6. Marshmallow Pit –
The most delicious
par t of your Rocks
memories!

3. Carriage Barn  – The
Carriage/Horse Barn was
designed b y Isaac Elwood
Scott in 1884, and later
remodeled b y Hermann
Von Holst in 1906.

While choosing and
cutting your Christmas

tree...

On a wagon
ride...

Don’t forget to take a picture:

And while you see how
much you have grown!


